Results
The LETOR was developed over a period of two years including post-evaluation improvements. In total 7 patients used current prototypes of the brace with the following results: failures-2, one patient too heavy, the other unable to benefit because of too high a level of paralysis; successful treatments-5.
Testing is being continued. The latest version of the orthosis has Velcro fastenings with a wider under-knee cuff and is equipped with strain gauges to monitor stabilizing forces.
Comment
The primary advantage of the LETOR may seem paradoxical. The appliance designed to provide mobility for the paraplegic patient offers, as its main benefit, comfort when the patient stays immobile. But on closer inspection it becomes apparent that the paradox exists in previous approaches to the problem. In order to achieve mobility great care should be taken of the patient during periods when he is gathering strength to make further efforts to gain mobility. It should be noted that while the LETOR offers numerous advantages when used by the patient, the orthosis probably benefits the patient most when he is not actually using it.
Book Review
Skin Problems of the Amputee.
S. William Levy, MD.
Warren H. Green Inc., St. Louis.
1983,304~. $40 (US).
Dr. Levy has written a book of outstanding value to all professionals engaged in prosthetic work. His knowledge of dermatology is beyond dispute and this, combined with his very clear appreciation of surgical and biomechanical aspects of amputee care, has allowed him to write a unique and much needed volume. All too often the physical effects of pressure on the skin are ignoredmechanical, environmental and contact elements all offer some degree of stump trauma-this is all unusually well covered in this volume.
Without doubt, professionals wise enough to read this book will gain much more understanding of the cause of many problems seen in the amputee.
It is, throughout, most readablenot only by the physician but by all members of the prosthetic team responsible for amputee care. It is superbly illustrated and the cartoon humour of some of the illustrations is most effective.
Congratulations are due to the author for this excellent publication. I. M. Troup, Tayside Rehabilitation Engineering Services, Limb Fitting Centre, Dundee, Scotland.
